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inside Afvica

by Michael Bazzo

Newly elected President
Mwai Kibaki came to power
on the back of promises to
reverse Kenya’s plethora of
economic and social woes,
bringing a new dawn to
Kenya, but he has inherited a
country long in decay. Many
wonder whether he will be
able to deliver. As
Christians we should pray
for his success.

With an ambitious agen-
da, he is promising to revive
the economy, eliminate cor-
ruption, streamline the gov-
ernment, reform the judici-
ary, rebuild Kenya’s crum-
bling infrastructure, create a
half million jobs a year, pro-
vide free primary education,
retrain the police, empower
women, and conserve the
environment. With God’s
blessing, maybe all this
change will bode well for
our church’s goals in Kenya
and facilitate the registration
of CCV Kenya without it
being bogged down in the
mire of corruption.

As a former economist,
he has no illusions about the
challenges he faces. He
describes himself as “inher-
iting a country, which has
been badly ravaged by years
of misrule.” For example,
10 million people, a third of
the population, live in
extreme poverty, earning
less than a dollar a day and
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unable to afford a decent
meal or pay school fees and
adequate  health  care.
Corruption is endemic,
being instilled from traffic
police to the highest levels
of the administration. In
2002, Transparency
International said Kenya was
the seventh most corrupt
country in the world. The

national infrastructure is in.

an advanced state of disre-
pair and it is estimated that a
billion dollars are needed to
bring the road network to an
acceptable level. Kenya’s
public debt is three times the
annual government revenue.
Kenya’s population is
young, with four out of 10

‘people under the age of 15.

Primary education levels
have declined dramatically
over the last 10 years, yet,

.some 70.9 % of the country

is literate. Of every 1,000
live births, 71 children die
before their first birthday.
Life expectancy is 54.1
years for men, 55.3 years for

women. Only a little over

half of the population has
access to safe water. Some
2.2 million people are infect-
ed with HIV.

But Kenya’s third presi-
dent, who is said to be a
Christian, is confident he is
capable of handling the
enormous task ahead of him.
“You have asked me to lead
this nation out of the present
wilderness and malaise on to

~ An end to the “Kitu
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the promised land. And I
shall do so,” he said. “I shall
offer a responsive, transpar-
ent, and innovative leader-
ship. I am willing to put
everything I [have] into the
job because I regard this job
as a sacred duty.”

Many believe President
Kibaki will bring an end to
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President Kibaki

the pervasive corruption in
Kenya, where nothing is
done unless you give a small
bribe, called “kitu kidogo”
in Kiswahili. In his inaugu-
ral speech, President Kibaki
called for ordinary Kenyans
to help him in this task.
“Corruption will now cease
to be a way of life in
Kenya,” he said, “and I am
calling upon all of you to
come out and fight corrup-
tion and agree to support the
government in fighting cor-
ruption as our first priority.”
President Kibaki will need
the help of all of Kenya’s 30

million people if he is going to win t
against kitu kidogo. Believe it or not,
men were even taking bribes from pe
the way to the President’s inaugurat
emony from matatu (bus) drivers.

It remains to be seen whether P:
Kibaki will have the political mu
sweep corruption out of Kenya’s
ment system and to implement all

see the need
dical help.




i

|
1
o

|‘ ‘“7,
JL! 11

An end to the “Kitu
Kidogo?”

a decent
)l fees and
h  care.
endemic,
om traffic
1est levels
ation. In
nsparency
Kenya was
st corrupt
orld. The

sture is in.

: of disre-
\ated that a
needed to
work to an

Kenya’s
e times the
1t revenue.
ation  is
out of 10
age of 15.
on levels
-amatically
years, yet,
he country
rery 1,000
ildren die
. birthday.

is 54.1
3 years for

little over

tlation has
ter. Some
are infect-

hird presi-
d to be a
ident he is
dling the
sad of him.
me to lead
the present
ilaise on to

the promised land. And I
shall do so,” he said. “I shall
offer a responsive, transpar-
ent, and innovative leader-
ship. I am willing to put
everything I [have] into the
job because I regard this job
as a sacred duty.”

Many believe President
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President Kibaki

the pervasive corruption in
Kenya, where nothing is
done unless you give a small
bribe, called “kitu kidogo”
in Kiswahili. In his inaugu-
ral speech, President Kibaki
called for ordinary Kenyans
to help him in this task.
“Corruption will now cease
to be a way of life in
Kenya,” he said, “and I am
calling upon all of you to
come out and fight corrup-
tion and agree to support the
government in fighting cor-
ruption as our first priority.”
President Kibaki will need
the help of all of Kenya’s 30

million people if he is going to win the fight
against kitu kidogo. Believe it or not, police-
men were even taking bribes from people on
the way to the President’s inauguration cer-
emony from matatu (bus) drivers.

It remains to be seen whether President
Kibaki will have the political muscle to
sweep corruption out of Kenya’s govern-
ment system and to implement all of his
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other promises. As a church that is strongly
committed to reaching out to the people of
Kenya, we need to be lifting up President
Kibaki to the One who can heal their land
and bring about the much needed changes.
Also, pray that as these changes occur, the
doors will open for God to perform a mighty
work through our missionaries who will be
arriving there later this year.
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